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The London Underground

    Catalog # 20226 3-5 octaves handbells  AGEHR Level II - III

A Suite
for

handbells, handchimes, strings, piano



From my start as a handbell director and composer, one of the
things I’ve tried to do the most is integrate handbells with other
instruments. While handbells have a glorious sound when played
alone, some of the most powerful moments I’ve heard from handbells are
when bells are played in combination with other instruments. So in 2007, I made the decision to start
composing a long-form work for handbells and strings, which came to also include piano and
handchimes. Inspired in part by the preparations for the Bejing Olypmics,

I initially decided to have the work be based on the London Olympics in 2012. That ran into a dead
end for me, so I instead switched to a related topic I was quite familiar with: the London Under-
ground, which is the famous subway system in the city. Based on my experiences riding different
lines on trips to London, or sometimes just based on the name of a particular line, I started to flesh
out musical ideas, and by the summer of 2008, I had a completed 12-movement work, with the
movements focusing on each of the 11 London Underground lines and on London’s then-new urban
rail system, the London Overground.

These movements were created to be played together, of course, but I realize that not every handbell
choir has a luxury of devoting a half-hour to a single work, nor have the practice time with a string
quintet or string orchestra to perfect the entire work. So the fine, fine folks at From the Top Music,
who were very kind to publish this, have made “The London Underground” in this reproducible format
so that groups, without having to pay excessively large costs, may choose to perform either the
entire program or selected works from the program. (Movements 2, 4, 8, and 12 might work particu-
larly well by themselves.)

Because of the uniqueness of this work, I am very happy to answer any questions you might have
regarding its performance. As of May 2011, my email address is mdprins@gmail.com, and my
website (which has other contact information) is www.matthewprins.com.

I truly hope you get as much enjoyment out of performing this work as I did out of composing it.

Matthew Prins
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